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Town of Acton, Maine

Planning Board Meeting Minutes

Date: May 15, 2025

Members Present:

Chris Whitman (Chairman), Gavin Maloney (Vice-Chairman), Adam Brock

Also Present:

Jason Sevigny (Code Enforcement Officer), David Riley (Land Use Assistant), Jon Denekamp
(Acton Selectman), Jenna Berry, Julie Venell

Absent:

John Qua, Andrew Johnson, Roger Perreault

Pledge of Allegiance

Designate Alternates:

e No alternates designated

Approval of Minutes:

Gavin Maloney - “I'll make a Motion we approve the Minutes from May 1° as written.”

Adam Brock — “I’ll Second that.” Motion Passed 3 — 0.

Old Business:

e None
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New Business:

e Acton Solar, LLC. Sam Page Road. Tax Map 234; Lot 044. Site Plan Review Extension
Request.

Jenna Berry introduced herself to the Planning Board as the representative from
Sevee and Maher Engineers present on behalf of the applicant. She stated that a letter has
been submitted to the Planning Board requesting another six-month extension of the
approval granted in December of 2023 for their project. Jenna discussed with the Planning
Board if there was a possibility of an extension of longer than 6 months. She informed the
board that the developer is being held up with starting their construction because they are
trying to acquire their federal funding. CEO Jason Sevigny stated to the board that he
explained to the applicant that there are no provisions in the ordinance to grant more than
two 6-month extensions.

Jenna stated that there are additional test procedures that are occurring which are
required to gain federal funding. One such requirement is additional soil testing. The Planning
Board discussed the situation and determined that the applicant will most likely need to come
back before the board at the end of the 6-month extension and resubmit a complete
application for amended approval. The resubmittal would be more of a review of the
previously approved conditions, unless the zoning ordinance has any amendments made to it
in relation to solar arrays prior to the resubmittal.

Gavin Maloney - “I’ll make a Motion that we grant a six-month extension for Acton Solar,
LLC. Sam Page Road. Tax Map 234; Lot 044.

Adam Brock — “May | make an amendment to that Gavin?”

Gavin Maloney — “Yeah, sure.”

Adam Brock — “That it is the second six-month extension.”

Adam Brock - “I will second that Motion, with the amendment.” Motion Passed 3 — 0.

Public Comment:

Chairman Christopher Whitman opened the meeting to public comment. Julie
Venell approached the podium to have a discussion with the Planning Board in relation to
mineral extraction operations in Acton. Julie began by introducing herself as a long-time
resident on Mann Road. She continued to state that she has concerns around the scope of
gravel extraction around residential dwellings. She is proposing an addition to the current
zoning ordinance under Mineral Extraction Industry, section 5.9.2. d) 1). She states that
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there is a current distance required from a property line, but no distance required from a
residential dwelling. Julie continued by stating that she feels the distance from a
residential dwelling would be reasonable at 500 feet, but she feels it should be a
discussion with the Planning Board and any input would be appreciated. Jason Sevigny
stated that Mrs. Venell is looking to see if there is any interest from the Planning Board in
amending the current stipulations under mineral extraction to increase the setback of
extraction areas from residential dwellings. Adam Brock asked if she is looking to do this
for future pits or all existing operations. Jason stated that it would only apply to new
extraction areas and that the board can’t do this retroactively.

The members present at tonight’s meeting stated they would like to have this
conversation with the entire Planning Board. Gavin Maloney stated that his only concern
would be if this would limit a resident from building a home closer than 500 feet if there
was an existing pit already next to a vacant lot. Jason stated the Board could try to word
the amendment, so it is up to the homeowner’s discretion to build closer if they chose.
Adam Brock stated he didn’t think it should be one way and not the other. It wouldn’t be
fair to pit owners to have to stay 500 feet from a residential dwelling, but a landowner
could build closer to the extraction area if they chose to. The board determined this was a
good conversation to have and should be continued at another meeting when the
complete board is in attendance.

Round Table Discussion:

Jason informed the Planning Board about the Zoning Board of Appeals meeting that
was held a week prior in relation to a previous cluster subdivision that was proposed by
Live Free Land Development. Jason stated that the applicant would be coming back before
the Planning Board to ask for variances to the standards of the subdivision regulations at
the first meeting in June. He further informed the board there may be a daycare
application coming in front of the Board.

Pending Projects:

e None

Adam Brock — “I make a Motion to adjourn.”

Gavin Maloney — “Second.” Motion Passed 3 - 0.
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